portant than a church society or 
sodality.” 


Oh, but you’re wrong! For the 
Third Order is a religious order. It 
has its term of novitiate, one year; its 
Divine Office, twelve Our Fathers, 
Hail Marys, and Glorys a day; it has 
its habit, a small cord worn about the 
waist and a scapular over the shoul- 
ders both of which are completely 
concealed by one’s clothing; and the 
members pledge themselves publicly 
to a rule approved by Mother Church, 
a rule which has given an endless list 
of fine characters to the Church. 


Through the Third Order your faith 
becomes practical. It takes on flesh 
and blood. The Third Order Rule 
helps you wrestle with the problems 
of life. It puts the Gospel of Christ 
in action. It makes you realize that 
your Catholic Faith is not a church 
religion or a school religion but a 
twenty-four-hour-a-day way of living. 
You get to love your Faith and live it 
because you love it. 


The Church stresses the great dif- 
ference in the Third Order from 
ordinary societies by the vast amount 
of spiritual benefits given to its mem- 
bers. Spiritually it is the richest lay 
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organization in the Church. You can 
gain close to 300 plenary indulgences 
a year. Partial indulgences far exceed 
this figure. 


Then every time a member of the 
Third Order hears holy Mass, he is 
benefiting from the Masses of four 
million other people, his brothers and 
sisters in the Orders of St. Francis. 
Whenever a member of the Third 
Order says his Divine Office, he is 
taking part in an official public prayer 
of ‘the Church and sharing in the 
prayers of all the priests and religious 
of the world. Every time a member 
performs any deed of charity he is 
getting the special reward, not only 
of charity, but of obedience to a rule 
of life approved by the Pope. 

Considering the glory you can give 
to -God, the better way of living, the 
indulgences, and the blessings flowing 
from the Third Order of St. Francis, 
the sensible corclusion to draw is: 
“That’s for me! I’m going to join!” 


FRANCISCAN HERALD PREss 
1434 W. 5l1st St. 
Chicago 9, Illinois 


(Printed in U. S. A. with ecclesiastical 
permission.) 
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What a Life! 





i 


Third Order of St. Francis 
St. Boniface Fraternity 


501 Fehr Ave., Louisville 2, Ky, 


WHAT A LIFE! 


Ever heard of the Third Order of 
St. Francis?’ It is a youth movement. 
Surprised? To convince yourself look 
over the roster of its outstanding mem- 
bers. 


You will find it packed with youth- 
ful faces. Of a bygone day there is 
St. Elizabeth of Hungary but 24 years 
old when she died. St. Louis of Japan 
15, St. Rose of Viterbo 17, Bl. Mary 
Ann of Quito 27, St. Roch 32, and 
many more. The patron of the Third 
Order, along with St. Elizabeth, is St. 
Louis IX, King of France. He joined 
as a young prince and took to the 
battlefield for Christ. Hosts of other 
saintly men and women, like St. 
Conrad of Piacenza, joined as young 
people—people who started young and 
had stayed with the Order. 


Today’s Third Order is equally a 
fallying ground for young people who 
want to make something of themselves 
in God’s way. 


It was all started back about 700 
years ago by a lad (pardon me, a 
saint!) who discovered a new wav of 
life. St. Francis of Assisi began a sort 
of insurance company in: which all 
who joined and followed out the rules, 
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would have the best insurance possible 
—a guarantee of Heaven! But most 
important of all was the assurance that 
this was a most perfect way of life in 
the eyes of God. 


Francis wanted happiness and 
gaiety. His followers were to go 
through life singing the praises of God. 
With the advent of Francis the com- 
mon man learned what joy there was 
in knowing, loving, and serving God. 


The world rar after Francis. Men 
gave up everything and left home to 
join him in his wav of life. They 
took the vows of poverty, chastity and 
obedience, and became known as the 
First Order. Women followed, and 
Francis founded the Second Order for 
them. Finally, others with no call to 
community life with its vows, ex- 
pressed the desire to become Fran- 
ciscans also. St. Francis gave them 
a special rule of life, and these young 
men and women, and married men 
and women, form the widespread 
Third Order or the Order of Penance. 


Hold. on! 


Don’t shudder at the word ‘“Pen- 
ance. It’s a word that from child- 
hood has become a most dreaded 
expression, because of its association 


3 


with spanking and sitting in a corner. 
But the Third Order does not apply 
that meaning to the word. All it asks 
are the things that Christ asks and 
the Church demands. It’s all based 
on a policy of loving God and neigh- 
bor in an active way, rather than 
giving all. one’s time and talent to 
fun and money-making. This in turn 
calls for purity of mind and heart, 
the poverty of moderation, and obedi- 
ence to the will of God. 


Would you like to promise, that for 
the rest of your life you will be pure 
of mind and heart, poor in spirit, and 
obedient? You hesitate. It is a big 
order. But you have a whole year 
to think it over during your year of 
probation. Then, too, don’t forget, 
other young people like yourself did 
it and are doing it. You can do it, 
too. 


Elinor Flynn of New York did it, 
although she was a Broadway actress. 
The Third Order will fit as readily 
into your life. It is the way of moder- 
ation and “get-up.”’ 


Different? Yes. 


“But,” you say, “if there are no 
vows to take, and the rules are so 
simple, then it can’t be any more im- 
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